
South Africa
Commitment To Equity



WHY DOES IT MATTER FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA?





South Africa’s Two Richest 

People have Wealth Equal to 

the Poorest 26.5 million



WHAT DID WE FIND?

Alexandra Township, Backdrop The Richest District in Africa, Sandton



FISCAL POLICY IS PROGRESSIVE 
TAXES COLLECTED MAINLY FROM THE RICH HELP FUND 
SOCIAL PROGRAMS THAT BENEFIT THE POOR

Question 1: How do taxes & spending redistribute income?



Tax System Is Slightly Progressive:
Rich Pay Higher Share Than Poor In Income Tax



Social Spending Benefits The Poor: 
Transfers Lift Income of Poor 10 Fold



FISCAL POLICY IN SOUTH AFRICA ACHIEVES 
THE LARGEST REDUCTIONS IN POVERTY & 
INEQUALITY OF 12 COUNTRIES

Question 2: What is the impact of taxes & spending on poverty and inequality?
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The Share of Population Living in Poverty 
Falls Mainly Due To Cash Transfers



The Reduction In Inequality Due To Fiscal 
Policy Is Larger Than In Other Countries



GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT



Traditional Channels



Social Media



ACCESS TO E-PAPER & INTERACTIVE DATA @

HTTPS://WWW.INKLING.COM/STORE/BOOK/FISCA
L-POLICY-REDISTRIBUTION-AN-UNEQUAL-SOCIETY/

E-Book Innovation

https://www.inkling.com/store/book/fiscal-policy-redistribution-an-unequal-society/


Whats Next?
• IF THERE IS CLIENT DEMAND EXPAND ANALYSIS

–

–

–

–

• NATIONAL TREASURY (REDI) FUNDED TRAINING

• ANNUAL FISCAL WORKSHOP WITH NATIONAL 
TREASURY?

• EXPANDING WORK TO NAMIBIA
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